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Mr. President, ahd Fellow Aluhiti, 

Man is a complex and mysterious being. 
He is composed of body and mind ; and eacii of 
these may besubdividedintoamuUiplicity of dis- 
tinct and constituent parts. The body has its se- 
veral members, and the mind its various faculties 
or powers. The former, thou^ reared and mould- 
ed by the hand of God, is derived from the earUi ; 
and changeable in its very nuterials and frail in 
its present structure, it is hardly less &ding than 
the leaf of autumn. The latter is a spark of the 
Divinity— ^uid claims kindred with the angels — 
and is the heir of an immortai existence. 

The mind of man, considered separate from the 
body, has its ctmiplexity of character ;-— and the 
incipient step in its analysis, is the diriuon into 
natural and moral power&->«r, in other terms, in- 
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to intellect and heart. It is unnecessary, in this 
place, to dwell upon that state of perfection in 
which, as the Bible tells us, the first human pair 
came irom the hand of their Maker. Suffice it 
to say, that the heart, embracing the passions and 
affections, was then under the control of the mo- 
ral law — the intellect, comprehending all the ra- 
tional powers, possessed a peculiar elasticity and 
vigour — and the body had never felt the slightest 
pressure of disease. But a difierent picture is 
now presented to the eye. Indep«ident of reve- 
lation, we may easily discover, that the aliections 
of man have been diverted from those channels 
in which they originally flowed — the intellectual 
powers, though not the seat of depravity, have 
been rendered the instruments of moral evil — and 
the body is now the prey of disease, and must 
eventually become the mouldering tenant of the 
grave. Every thing which beltmgs to man, in his 
present state, is stam[»ed with imperfection, or 
marked with change, or stained with guilt. 

But notwithstanding the physical and moral 
disabilities of his present condition, man is still 
capable of attainments which are, in their charac- 
ter, diversified and sublime — in their applications 
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to the purposes of a rational existence, important 
and practical — and, in their effects, eventful be- 
yond computation, and pn^;re8&ive without end. 
The highest point of terrestrial elevation to which 
be can rise, is to possess a cultivated intellect, and 
a benevolent or pious heart Whatever unproveB 
the habits which belong to social life, and calls 
the versatile and compUcated powers of man into 
action ; — ^whatever may be applied as a dissuasive 
trom vice, upon the one hand, or presented as an 
incentive to virtue, upon the other, must exert an 
influence upon his intellectual and moral attain- 
ments. They enter into the very composition of 
his nature — forming the outlines, and fiimishing 
the essence of bis character. In the ordinary 
circumstances of human destiny, the culture of 
the intellect and the melioration of the heart, are 
associated, and go hand in hand. Those objects 
in which our best interests are involved, are at- 
tained by the combined and efficient powers of 
science and religion — by the c<Hi6entaneous agen- 
cy <^ the gospel and human improvement. The 
one makes its essential, though not exclusive ap- 
peal to the natural, and the other to the moral 
feculties of the soul ; — the one conducting to in- 
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tellectual greatness, and the other furnishing the 
principles of virtuous tuid benevolent action.— 
Though knowledge and religion cmuiot, in ^e 
present world, restore man to the participation of 
the Tree of Life, yet they can and do conduct 
faim back, at least, to the confines of that Paradise 
which he has lost 

To trace the connexion between Christianity 
and mental improvement-^heir respective and 
reciproc^ influence — their intellectual and moral < 
acticm and reaction uptui each other'-and ^eir 
relations with in^vidud and national character 
and elevation, will famish the subject of this Ad- 
dress. 

it is not unfrequently userted, riiat the Chris- 
tian Reli^on is not frigidly to the progress of 
human knowledge; and Uiat the cultivation of the 
intellect cannot be rendered subservient to the 
interests and prosperity of religion. From what 
quarter soever this declaration may have emfuia- 
ted — ^whether from the pretended {^ilosopher or 
the professed saint— whether from the devotee of 
letters or religion— 4t ought, in sHnpIe justice, to 
be pronounced a mcmifest and injurious libel U[h 
on bodi. The proposition, in cdl its apj^cations 
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^n theory and practice, in speculation and ex- 
periment — is utterly false. The Gospel is, in its 
whole structure, propitious to the hi^est cultira- 
ticmof the human intellect; and knowledge, with- 
out any violence to its nature or tendency, may 
be rendered the handmaid of rehgion. Intelli- 
gence and virtue are twin Biatere ; and had not 
man become an alien from his Maker, they would 
have been as insepiu^ble as are our intellectual 
and looral powers. And even in the present cir- 
cumstances of the world, they are associated in 
the same scenes ; they exert dieir enei^es upon 
the same theatre. In the pn^ress of humui so- 
ciety-— in Subtracting from those miseries which 
are incident to our present condition — and in mul- 
tiplying and enlarging the sources ^ chf^te and 
rational enjoyment, Uiey ever have been, and they 
ever wiU be, feltow-labourers in the wide field of 
enterprise and hope. 

The cfaftrge which is here preferred against the 
Chri^an syat^n— that it is not adapted to the 
expansion and cultivation of the intelleotual pow- 
erS'^would apply with a peculiar and tremendous 
f(»ce to most of the schemes of heathm philoso- 
p^. These schemes, so iar as they were not 
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affected and modified hj fragmente of revealed 
truth, were calculated to obscure the intellectual 
vision, to circumBcribe and oairow the bounda- 
ries of knowledge, and to depress and enslave 
the faculties of the human mind. By the man of 
classical attainments, this position will be admit- 
ted without contradiction or demur. The whole 
range of theological thought among pagan nations, 
at least where no &int or reflected rays of reve- 
lation had visited tbem, may be characterized in 
three words — ignorance, puerility, and vice. If 
a Socrates, a Plato, and an Aristotle among the 
Greeks, and a Cicero and others less distinguish- 
ed among the Romans, have committed their 
n»nes to records as imperishable as the htera- 
ture of the world, it ought not to be foi^otten, 
that they had studied a philosophy which had 
received some modification of its doctrines frcHD 
the oracles of truth; and that these men had lit- 
tle or no confidence in the popular theology of 
their respective countries. They had seen, though 
with a dim eye and at an immeasurable distance, 
that lamp which was lighted up on the summit (^ 
Mount Zion; and hence it was, that they them- 
selves were prepared to ahine as briUtaot stars 
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upon the bosom of surrounding darkness. It. is 
well known that the Romans derived their litera- 
ture and philosophy from the Greeks ; and it is a 
iact equally indisputable, that the Greeks, though 
the most shrewd and enterprising of all the na- 
tions of antiquity, imported the elements of their 
knowledge from Egypt and the East. At least 
six centuries before the christian sera, their phi- 
losophers began to travel into distant countries 
in search of intellectual and moral instruction. 
Thales led the way, and Pythagoras followed his 
footsteps; — and among other acquisitions with 
which they returned to their native land, they 
unquestionably carried back the knowledge of 
fects and principles derived from reV^ation. The ' 
same may be said of most of the distinguished 
sages of Greece. During their travels and resi- 
dence and researches in foreign lands, they pro- 
bably met with the writings of. Moses, and, per- 
haps, of some of the prophets; and through these 
channels the river of life was permitted to mingle 
some of its waters vrith ihe streams of Grecian 
learning. So true it is, that some correct and 
enlightened views of theology were associated 
with the'first intellectual attainments of antiquity, 
that it may be fairly questioned whether the sys- 
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tern of polytheism has ever been able to elicit 
human genius, or io exhifoft one efficirait motive 
to human refinement 

The allegation which it is mj present object 
to repel— Uiat the genius of the gospel is not &- 
rourable to Ae progress of hums^ improvement, 
might be easily substantiated, too, against some 
of the corruptions of the christian rel^on. fia- 
thing could be better calculated to check free- 
dom of inquiry, to ^press the aspirings of great- 
ness, to extingui^ the fire'of genitrs; ahd to siuvud 
the human intellect in eternal midnight, tbam that 
ecclesiastical tuid political tyranny which was 
exercised for age» by die Poirti£r of tbe Reman 
church. This was a maftde^iedrted and sn i^n- 
handed despotism, which: cnt down every tinng 
enlightened and Ub^fal befbre it. it tnade war 
uptin knowledge, aiid ^staldiethed and protected 
ignorance by law. To the troth of this remark, 
let the grey hairs of t&at distinguished astrono- 
mer and mathematician, Galileoj subjoin flieir 
melancholy attestation. And in sapptirt of Ae 
same declaration, l^t the detfrees of the Vatican, 
the cells, and racks, and gibbets of the Ih^iuisi- 
tion,ai^ the erected stake and the' blazing fegot, 
utter their distinct and uncquifrdcal voice! This 
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Bjrsten, thooi^ it wean a cfariBtian name, and is 
corered by a christian mantle, was generated in 
>tbe foalest prim»iAes of the homan beait, and 
was. expressly deBigiied by a corrupt cborch and 
a tyrannical state ss the instrument of rivetting 
tlie chains of bondage upon the worlds But die 
goBpel is not cha^eabie with the intolerance and 
injustice (tf its &lse and pretended friends. The 
Bible has nesting to do in the formation of their 
characters, ilt disavows their spirit, and, without 
qualtf cation, raprob^«8 their conduct. 

That .the chriatian religion and intellectual im- 
pxoTement may xo-exist, aqd ^tert a reciprocal 
and salutary influence upon each other, may be 
estaUisbjed frcan. an f^ipeal to their very nature— 
from a deivel(^p«ment of their respective and in- 
trinsick priodples. What ir the chnstian i;eli- 
gion? Asamcval ajstem, it makes the finest and 
the most IbnciUe appeals to the heart It exhi- 
bits the only «|fefitual motivee for the control of 
^uman condoct-rowtives ifumisbediby the eartfi, 
and presented by heaven. Jbi this Teq;>ect, even 
^ the conceflsiona of its enemies, thoi^b wnuig 
-from tiiem, andoiten n^ttant^ ejq«ef»ed, it sus- 
.tains. a. character h^^mdreproaQh— it is elevated 
sbore impeaduoeDt. In jail its primates, mo- 
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tivea and provisions, it is critically adafrted to 
the character of the human mind, Mid wisely ac- 
commodated to the exigencies of the world. So 
far, then, as the production and regulation of vir- 
tuous sensibilitieB of the heart may have an influ- 
ence upon intellectual improvement, the gospel 
must give an impulse to the hnman mind which 
can be imparted by no other agmt. Nor is Christ- 
ianity destitute of intelleetaal fitness and propor- 
tion. Its professed object, it is true, is not to 
teach us literature and science and the arts, but 
to prescribe a system of moral feeling and of mo- 
ral conduct And yet there is notiiing in the Bi- 
ble which interferes, directly or indirectly, with 
the cultivation of a discreet and liberal philoso- 
phy. This volume may sometimes restrict our 
inquiries, and arrest our adventurous footstep by 
admonishing us, as the voice from the bumii^ 
bush did the Hebrew sage upon Horeb, that the 
ground on which we tread is holy ; — but even in 
these instances, instead of erecting a barrier a- 
gainst knowledge, it only represses an idle curios- 
ity, and presents a che<^ to unprc^table fuid im- 
pious speculation. So fer as the book of reve- 
lation has described the character and relations 
of men, and laid open the springs and principleB 
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of human action, it furnishes the best elementar^r 
materials for the formation of a system both of 
mental and moral pfailoBophy : And it is not at all 
improbable, that the delineations of the divine at- 
tributes contaii ed in the Bible, presented as they 
are, with a eleanies<j that instructs — and attended 
with a charm that inspires — and encircled with a 
brightness that appals, iiave contributed a greater 
amount of influence in directing the inquiries and 
forming the character, and ultimately in control- 
ling the science and litereUure of the world, than 
a hundred volumes of ancient classick learning. 
As the perfections of God were originally exerted 
in the formation of our world, so the e:diibition 
^d developement of these perfections to the men- 
tal and moral vision of our race, are, in its present 
imperfect and disjointed state, among the active 
principles employed in its government, and de- 
signed for its re-edificatioa In this manner our 
world and its inhabitants are to be regenerated, 
or created anew. 

Nor is the influence of human knowledge upon 
the christian religion less salutary than the influ- 
ence of reli^oo upon knowledge. Their obliga- 
tions of this character, are reciprocal. Their ac- 
tion and re-action, as between different bodies in 
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the material worid, are equal. While the ciffist- 
ian religion gives an impulse to buman improve- 
ment, eorrect and rigid hafwts df human inteUec- 
, tion, contribute, in a thousand ways, to the pro- 
gress of r^gitm. There ie no voltuae, either an- 
cient or modem, that presents such a range for the 
efibrts of genias, or opens each a field for 'the em- 
ployment of erudkicm, as the BMUe. So &r as in- 
dividual ealvation is concerned, extensive learn- 
ing is not neceBsary to 'tfie reception of the gos- 
pel But in eetabhalang tbe authentioty and in- 
^iraticHi c^ the sacKd records — in peconcSing 
their iq>par»it -disorepances and showing ^he con- 
grsitj of their sev<»d parts — ^in the eifKMition 
and support of priacipieB — in throwing light upon 
abscaritiee — and in iUostrating ti^ genius and ten- - 
dency c^the goepel, what htaat^ of hnmatD lemm- 
ing ia without its use ^ There is no department 
of «aental research or ef mental action, where a 
greyer extent and variety of materials are reqia- 
red, than in the field of bibUc^. exposition and 
sacred criticism. £very thing which r^tes to 
^e history of'the lmman<rBce— ^o Onentaiiiterar 
tffl»--4o 'the profound and intricate dpnd caadless 
Bpecidations of philolc^ — ^to the geveranents, 
lesAning and topogn^y'df -the ancmnt wocld-?— 
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to the customs, language and laws of notions that 
once fiHed the busj arena and contended for the 
offered prize, and who now live only in the mon- 
uments which are erected at their sepulchres, or 
in the epitaph which genius has inscribed upon 
their marble, &U within the province of the eto- 
dent and expositor of the Bible. Such inquiries, 
instead of diminishing, must ever increase the eru- 
dition of the world ; and the application of dieir 
grand resuks to the illustration of the sacred vol- 
ume, will secure an intellectual and moral dignity 
to the gospel which it would not possess, or, at 
least, which it could not exhibit, if all its sublime 
doctrines and conceptions were castinto the mould 
of uninstructed and illiterate minds. And in the 
more advanced and hi^y cuHivated stages of hu- 
man sbci^j, the very success of the gospel must 
depend, in n« inconcaderable degree, upon its as- 
sociation with the literative, and taste, and refine- 
ments of Uie age. The style and manner of its 
exhibiton and defence, must bear a proportion to 
the institutions of society, and keep pace with the 
mental progress of the world. 

But an objection of a formidable character, is 
here interposed against the applications of human 
knowledge to the principles of the christian reli- 
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gion. It is alleged that this kind of investigation 
will expunge the mysteries from the Bible, and 
bring down the sublime structure of revelation to 
a common level with systems of human origin. — 
The source of this objection, is, in some measure, 
latent or doubtfal ; — but the allegation which it 
contains, is of no dubious character, and deserves 
to be met with a direct and flat denial. It may 
be the oflfepring of ignorance which is ever jealous 
for the integrity and perpetuity of its own em- 
pire — or it may have originated in the pride of 
human science, which fancying that nothing eludes 
its scrutiny or transcends its comprehension, in 
the material world, would pronounce with the 
same feariess confidence upon every fact and 
every principle of divine revelation — or it may , 
contain a modest acknowledgment of the proud 
and aspiring pretensions of those who associate 
a lax theology with an exclusive claim to the sci- 
ence and literature of Christendom. But the na- 
ture of the charge, and not the source of its exis- 
tence, is the point to be settled. Is it a &ct, then, 
that the book of nature contains no perplexities 
unsolved — no secrets unexplored — and no myste- 
ries unexplained, by human science ? What shall 
we say of that world of wonders which is spread 
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before us in the laboratory of the chemist? What 
botanist, with all his perfection in the pranciple 
and terms of classification, can explain the nature 
and operation of vegetable life — or unfold the 
process by which the earth gives existence to a 
blade of grass— or tell us what iisures its form to 
every iedS, and imparts its teint to every flower ? 
What physiologist can define the principle of an- 
iiAation, or comprehend the mysterious union of 
matter and mind, or tell us in what manner voli- 
tion acts' upon nerve, and nerve upon muscle? 
Mysteries cluster around us in every province of 
the universe ? The earth, the air, the .ocean, and 
the firmament; the garden, the cultivated field, 
and the forest; the flower, the insect, and the 
unorganick atom, are replete with mysteries 
T^ch intellectual reaearch can never explore — 
which philosophical acumen can never reduce to 
simplicity, or bring within the circumference of 
human comprehension. To strike the mysteries 
from the Bible, would be to destroy the analogy 
between the book of revelation and the book of 
nature. The real phibsopher, though profound, 
is modest and childlike, and, having learned the 
most useful and practical of all lessons — that hu- 
jBan knowledge is circumscribed within narrow 
3 
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limits— will not cherish that spirit of arrogance 
which wou\d deny what it cannot tiompt^hend or 
explain. To expect to understand every thing in 
tile physical and spiritual world — in the regions 
of matter and mind — is a vain attempt to meeisure 
infinity; a hold invasion of the prerogative of 
Omniscience. There must be, both in the phys- 
ical and moral systems, secrets which the eye of 
man can never penetrate; mysterito wWch the 
most scrutinizing intellect can nev^r comprehmd 
or unfold; depths which thfe lead add line of Ga- 
briel can never fiithom. 

But in every thing which relates to the 9bcial 
character of man and to the progMes of human 
society, history fiimishes the best expo^tor of 
principle, and experience is mote decisive and 
convincing than theory. What Ihcts, tbeA, A» ^b 
records of ages afford, which may setr^ to illus- 
trate the point in hand? Wh&t iS the dcttnil 
amount of influence Which huttt&h «rtidStioh tab 
exerted upon the system of reVelitiibitt dhd Wh^ 
control has Christianity, at difierk>lit periods, ei^ 
cised over the scioice ahd ttt^ratare df ihe vrorld? 
And heire the field Vipon which We letttet* is ^SaSkaif 
surable — ^but a few hcls only caA be selected fybih 
many. li cannot be e&'^l^^d, that tiie Ule^ p^ 
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lication of the gospel, should present learning and 
religion as onitiog their enei^es and acting in 
concert. The primitive chansons of the cross 
were men of plain education; but the deficiences 
which they must have experienced, as unlettered 
men, in conironting the gpnins, the power, and the 
learning of the world, found an effectual remedy 
in those spiritual weappns which were furnished 
to their hands £>)m the armory of heaven. Ano- 
ther fact is not lees in^ortanL It was one of the 
grand oliyeptB of chnstianitj, to overturn the exis- 
tijDg systeois of morals and religion with which 
t^ie learning and i^osophy of the age were asBo- 
c^ed by alhousand vital and ^septial ties. One 
example, however, is presented by the first page 
(^, chri^tiao histojy, which demonstrates that 
J«^i7)Wg;ajBd Fdh^Xi m&j be united in the same 
jj^^iyi^wl, SB^ oct^tribute their respective influ- 
f^fififi. to the fomiation of a harmonious and e£fect- 
JK^ .chagnicter. Jn that d^y, w.hen the gospel had 
,nev«r been wa|rped from its heavenly standard, 
,9nd il^Qg ^ffi^. it Itad deterioiiated fivm its impli- 
catiQOB with tb^ world* ^e 8!BLDie man could be 
aijuaccpn^hshed BcboJar and a devoted christian. 
'Thbman. was Sanl of Tarsus. His mind was of 
UWr&st order; .and be was calculated, both by 
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his genius and acquirements, to make a deep and 
lasting impression upon the inBtitutions and moral 
habits of the world, in intrepidity of character — 
in boldness of design — in promptitude of execu- 
tion — and in wielding and controlling the elements 
for the revolution or the modification of human 
society, he was not second to the Roman Cffisar. 
On his way to Damascus, this moral hero passed 
the Rubicon ; and thenceforward no power could 
reverse his purpose — no hand could arrest his 
march. He was the instrument of effectbg a rev- 
olution of a novel character in the Roman empire 
—a revolution which has given form, and feature, 
and complexion to the instituticais of the world 
from that period to the present day; 

It IS true, that soon after the introduction of the 
christian religion, literature was diverted from its 
old channels and conducted into new; and aftCT 
the lapse of a few centuries, the waters became 
turbid, and the channels were bare. But Chris- 
tianity was not among the causes of this decline. 
The Roman empire was sinking under the weight 
of its own political and moral corruptions — and 
Christianity itself, having received a strong bias 
from the degeneracy of the age, was incapable of 
TinstDoning, for any considerable period, the de- 
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scent of the uplifted and impending blow. A 
strong presumption in favour of the correctness 
of these positions, is iiirnished by a subsequent 
page of history. During the dark ages, or rather 
at their expiration, religion and letters revived 
together. They had been buried in the same 
grave, and they were resuscitated by the more 
than magick touch of the same finger. The name 
of M&rtin Luther will be venerated while learn- 
ing and religion shall maintain their existence and 
authority among men. He was eminently quali- 
fied for the work which Providence had assigned 
him. The story of this man, will never lose its 
interest. He was educated for Uie profession of 
the law, but an act of God unsettled all his for- 
mer purposes, and gave a new direction to the 
whole tenour of hi» fijture life. As he was walk- 
ing with a fellow-student in the fields, he was 
stricken by a Aash of lightning to the ground, and 
his companion instantly expired at his side. This 
providence affected his spirits, and under the in- 
fluence of the prevfuling fashion of the age, he 
retired to a fK>nvent to Bp«id his remaining days. 
Here he met with a Latin Bible, the first that had 
ever greeted his eye. This Bible gave Uberty to 
Luther, and Luther, with this Bible in bis hand^ 
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gave liberty tp theworM. .The repubUck of iet- 
tere and the science, of pQlitic)£Si not less than the 
christian chureh, ftre indebted. to.the .genius, the 
learning, and theieKerl;ioDB,Qf tjbis.gi^fit re^rmer. 
His direct and appropriate otyi9ct,>v9S religion, 
but the departments of lito^ture 4nd legiffl^tioD 
have experienced thi^rfall ahare.of practical ef- 
fect. The same.ehower ip^iich watered the gar- 
den of Gad« cana«d.the soniiHinding fields Ao as- 
sume a Uveiier: gre^i^.ftnd the di^tftpt wilderness 
ta diffuse , itfk in^giance ais the roBe. .The refiw^' 
ationinoasjoof tfae«tifect,of,»H^n wd JDd^nni- 
BateeKcitefflentrr^ior4idil^pri^ateraa has beea 
ineiimated ib7)tbatT fiutiUe.-»wjptwIi( Qavidjltwo^* 
intdisi^pcNmted .twhitioQ ; >foutit{urose.&»}a&&et- 
(fed .purpose to resist the.eI|croachmeI^s, and to 
expose .^'oboniin^tJAnBi of; the church. of Qt^ne. 
Tb3i^ .i< D<wu»iepoedtffiithan:.indiridu^« jet a 
resectable pflvtianof tbejej^r^ii^aodjtfdedtft.d' 
tlK tune, was BoailieathaKkfld in^te hyf>\a. That 
nacemplisbed Bcbolar,^e)4nctho^ ^vaa associa- 
ted. with Luth£r,':intfaiB wo^lEtin the Vnivenijty 
of' Wktembftpg-^riSuifigiius, , the ,pride -oft^w^t?*!- 
land^ctti^t and jlrQ{9|^4 |t^«aQUfd 4MP)e>i)0 
thexiaiitoi»<of.Zai»ch:-TTand t^,E)]«Qtor,of Spxo- 
njyihe patffMi 4i£ dett^ 6»^ #M(»a^led ^« Wise, 
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stood fot-th an QAdaunted chantpion for the rights 
of consciiBDCe, the freedom of ofniiion, aQd tfae 
reformation of the church. 

The art of jffinting, which had been" invented 
for more than half ^ c«itury when Lnther first 
pabUshe^ his {tfOteet against tbe sale of -indul- 
gences, contributed fM. tf Htti^ to that splraidid 
career of intellect whicfe had now commenced. 
The Wortd hkS. experitenced ages of midni^tiw- 
Many of the most admired proAnctkms of anaettt 
genius, bad been long sitioe swept away by tiutt 
tide of Vaiidali^ Which had tilled its ^ksolating 
weti tiu«u^ fte whole extent -of die' Rommi 
em|Ar«; the despotism of the papal hierarchy 
had bettofiie deep-rooted in the soil of Europe; 
kings, tftld nobles, and beg;g!eii<s hatred without 
diBtihblion of resistence to the mandate of bis 
HtdibeBB; and the; mutnoscripts of ancietit and 
more modem leai^ing which had escaped the 
rtflilig hand of the barbarian, were to be found 
otily in tlie libraries of the opulent, and in the 
cloisters of the monks. But a mighty revcdutimi 
w&s fe^t3ted by the iiistnaient%lity of the press. 
Every instttotion^f society felt its wonderfiil wid 
lriehd<^tkig pcW«r. The Bible, the unadulterated 
ftiuntlttii of vtAi^as truthi vrhose waters had long 
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been obstructed by the impoBitione of men and 
the ignorance of the world, began to pour forth 
its living streams, through a thousand channels, 
to fertilize a barren land and to refresh a thirsty 
population. The seal which had been fixed upon 
the sacred volume by the hand of bigotry, was 
torn oS, and the page of mercy was presented to 
the publick eye. It is true, that this invention, in 
its early existence, was rude, and its advutces 
toward perfection, were slow; but it wielded an 
agency of unbounded moral power in the refor- 
mation of religion and the revival of letters. Had 
it not been for this, the ages of darkness might 
have extended down to us ; — ^in this land of polit- 
ical and religious freedtnn, the man who should 
queEdion the supremacy of St Peter, or deny the 
infallibility of his successors, or challenge the 
bold prerogative of thinking for himseU^ might 
have been branded as a heretick, and subjected 
to the screws of the inquisition, or delivered orer, 
for ultimate reform, to the tender mercies of fire 
and fagot ! 

But tmie will not permit me to pursue, in de- 
tail, the reciprocal ii^ence of ./knowledge and 
religutn, throu^ the various nations and succes- 
sive ages of the world. The present aspect of 
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human society is full of inferest, anci may serve 
to illustrate and establish the positions which 
have been already stated. So far as our globe is 
pagan, it is dark and cheerless. Look at Ama- 
zonia, at Labrador, at Caffrairia, at Hindoostan, 
mid at China ! In these and other heathen lands, 
body and mind are enslaved. Intellect is extin- 
gnished, and freedom is gone ! Nor is the condi- 
tion of man changed for the better vrfiere the 
crescent has established its victories by fire and 
sword. Through all the dominions of the pre- 
tended prophet— 

" Tha starleu night of deiolftUon rdgtu." 

Little can be said in favour of those countries 
where Christianity has been adulterated by base 
admixtures of human invention. Such countries 
may have their learned men, but over the great 
mass of the community ignorance and supersti- 
tion, which bear an exact proportion to each oth- 
er, exercise a stem and unlimited control. The 
intellect and heart, are both In chains. Look at 
the Italian dominions of the Pope — at France — 
at Russia — and at cathoUck Ireland ! Wherever 
tiie' Bible is prohibited, and the religion of the 
country depends apon the dictation of the priest- 
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hood, or is enforced at the point o[ the sceptre, 
that land will be deserted by science, and there 
the human mind will lose its tone and action/rrr 
The .many are the slaves, or the panders of the 
few. The late coalition which has been formed 
againet the circulation of the Scriptures, is pefr 
fectly in character, and what we may, in similar 
circumstances, always expect. The Pope of 
R<Hne, the Autocrat of the Rjissias, and the Grand 
Sultan of the Ttu^s, form a triumvirate worthy 
of the semi-paganism of the respectiye interests 
they represent. Their enmity to the Bible has a ' 
common origin; and the effects secured by its 
sacred march, may well excite in their bosoms a 
c(»nm<m sympathy. But it is, at least, a iJentyjry 
too late for tyrants, whether Aey wear a mitre qr 
a crown, to control — 

" Thf Bkteh of ganitu, and the poiren of man." 

IntelligefiCB wiU invariably tread in tte fbi^^^ps 
of the BiWle ;— and wherever r^l^on 9ri4 ^^^f^ 
have established their empire, t^ere t|^e i^tpOff^ 
of despotism must crHmble. TIjpjF ^fmh f ^\ 
in which tyranny cannot vegejtafce^^-T«n ajp th^^ 
tyrants cannot bceatfaie. 

But a grand revolution is yet to he ej^^e^ 19 
our world ; and the agents by which it is to be 
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aohi^Ted, estaUisbed and perpetuated, are chru- 
tianlty and mental cahivation. Nothing else can 
actfSmpMi the work. Either of these, unattend- 
ed by the other, would put forth itB energies, uid 
midtiply its efibrts in vaih. But their combined 
actittn, the intret discouraging circumstances csui- 
not reetst^— the most apps^ing opposition cannot 
Tahquisb! Thej make their sippeal to the whole 
imUi'-^lhiBiinating the darkness of the intellect, 
and cotretfthi^ the oMiqaities of the heart — ele- 
vating bim to the highest point of dignity aftain- 
abiSf both aa a rational and moral being. The 
int^letlaal and moral machinery, now in actite 
aind successffal openitionv wiU as infalfiblj pro- 
dtHi^ its appropriate e£feet opon the character, 
the instittfttefite nbA the deatinies of the world, as 
the r«forHls4lbn in reiigioh and the retital of le£- 
tt^ prcHitic^d tbeir efect upon the cfaarafiter, the 
iitetitiitidfis aitS i£e deAtimes of nMiidem Europe. 
The agddtft einployed possess an inherent effi- 
ciency trhich muet and will bear down and s^ec^ 
ttWhf all ^position^ The ttoticipoted cbctf^ is 
e<tft^6-^the congetfuente of revolution nnist ibl- 
tbw. J^^eppbhitaimi aiid defeat would imply a 
iMmt settritfic^ of ttMB^ tind efl^ct; a Tirtuat 
^ogatioh of tk*i Settled lawa of the rational and 
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moral &jstemB. AU the iiutitutiofkB of the earfli 
will feel the impreseion. Some will be modified, 
others annihilated; and those that cwitinue to 
exist, Trill exhibit a perfection which nothing 
earthly has yet attained. The finger of heayen 
has written the prediction, and the progress of 
man, in his Bocial state, has already fiimished a 
lucid CMnmentary as well upon his practic^bili^ 
as its import. The schemes of philandiropy 
which now engage the attention, and which are 
rapidly embodying the resources of the world, 
will, in due time, be crowned with every geiaof 
anticipated success. Christianity and intelligence, 
whose natures are congenial, and whoee efforts 
are associated, must and will make themselves 
known and felt. They will disarm the sav^e of 
his war-club and tomahawk, and place in his 
hands the implements of peace and cultivated 
life. They will pour upon earth's benighted cap- 
tives the light of science, and impart to her Jfam- 
iehed children the bread of heavwi. They will 
traverse, in the execution of their benefic^it en- 
terprise, the shores, and penetrate to the centre 
of every continent — erect their monuments, purer 
than marble and more durable than brass, upon 
every island-— scatter their fiowers and firoits 
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-throi^h eTei7i»ale-<ind unfurl their banners and 
publish their victories upon the sununit of ©very 
mountain. Such an achierement must be attend- 
ed with more substantial glory than the splen 
dours of wealth and the triumphs of war. It is 
the prevalence of mind over matter — the success 
of knowledge againat ignorance — the victory of 
religion over vice— the triumph of heaven on 
earth. 

These agents of reformation must necessarily 
exterminate, in their progress, many of the prac- 
tical evils which now exist, and some of which 
are tolerated only because they have the sanc- 
tion of antiquity in their &rour. I name three a^ 
a specimen of the whole family of plagues — des- 
potism, filaveiy, and war. Neither of these can 
sustain itself^ in human society, under the deep- 
rooted and well-established reign of intellectual 
and moral improvement. The world is begin- 
lung, though late, to open its eye upon their un- 
disguised and naked character. 

" The divine right of kings," will do to bind 
up in the same bundle with *' the infallibility of 
the pope ;" and when the woik of combination is 
finished, this bundle, like the tares in the gospel) 
may be committed to the flames. It is a. &ct 
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/I need not spend timfe to establish, that thk 
govemiflentg of our world have generally been of 
a despotick and oppressiTe chafatter. But ty- 
ranny of every descriptiohj most fall hift/rfe the 
united and homo^fteotis action of ifrfell^fence 
and christian principle. When taeti thoroughly 
understand, tbey will soon apt>re6iat« and aasert 
their rights. The history of our o*wn iridepeft- 
dence, the triumph of freedom in the great Pe- 
ninsula of the South, and the st^eiies 6f heroism, 
and delf^etotibn to a bUeding country's iVeEd,' 
\rhlch ar6 noit^ exhibit^ bn thti fields at moclej^ 
Greece, read an instructive lesson t<^ the o^res- 
sire goVertmredts of the eSrth. Not iJt the Holy 
Alliaii^eS and ahti-fiible cotnbinatiotlS Which eve^ 
bare been, or ever will be ^ifmed^ c&tf change 
the current Tfrhtcb is Setting stronger tod sttonger 
tilrtfrard free arid JtopOlar iristitutitas. Men were 
nlade foT self-government, and ehriftUaiiity iatd 
intelhgehce will ^eure to them the ptifpime for 
which they were made. 

As to slavery, it has it^ ari^ in fheft ahd in- 
jdstice^^^^d in ite existence dfid ptbgr^ii itt the 
social state, if k & tilpie ciur^e ; a euree to the 
dia^ter, to th« slate, and to the tttihata po^erf^ 
of t)oth. Like a ftdKng f>0^, it^ iiimthttmi of evQ 
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iiiCT)!9see with eyery st^cceseire geaeration; and 
ef^ntuallj re^tfiiice becopicB hopelegs. No 
coiratrj vhere ^ nqinerous pt^ulation js held in 
bond^tgC) fS l^elj to be., tq apj considerable e^ 
t^^t, in^Ue^ua) or virtuous. Nor can indepen- 
dieoice be long umipteWEd. The bone and sin- 
eifs of ^ free ataterrrra vigounous jeoQiaBrf — will 
be entity ^a^ting. Th^ wh^el <^ destiny must 
e^p^i^ncp ^ rotatioo-rr^be phj^Jcal power, froB^ 
causey perii^tlf nailed to bi^inai) inspection, soon- 
e^ or ]a^tef w\W chufigp hand»-rr4nd tbe muscles 
whif?}i npvf f^el, vil}, up^er the ^<etributiQm of an 
equ^bL? Prpvidenpe, ii; tbeif turn, ii^ct the 
blow. It always has been ^i^, in times p^T-r 
»)4 it if Iw^f 4 yrifil be H^m* i" iifoe to co^ne, Non 
t^ing c*3a present the ac^nes of Egypt ^nd of gt, 
Jpk^9^g9 froBd l^ewg exhibited in o^er countirie^ 
wl^^TP ^v^iy esJfitB, but thei^ anticip^on by 
tho^e r^^e4ies which are ti^pisl^ed by k^p^rledge 
and religion. Upon free instit^tiofts, s^r^rj 6?(e^ 
a ^fm yi\mk ^e enlightened ajid gpnerpae i^pirit 
•f tfeis 9!ge ifiH pot losg «a»4ur?- preat Bntaiii 
is f^F^H^ ^9 h?^ 9^ ptiUticM MifiPji^Bt^ficy ip 
telSffl^iflg sferery ip (ler oplonje^ while she fcr- 
]^9 if ^ kfme^ Bft* n« tsountpy is 8q deep in 
e)^94ip^«% ^ FehH<?n to this sul^t, as oqr 
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own. Tn our Declaration of Independence, which 
forms the title-page of our national history, we- 
have said that "We hold these truths to be self- 
evident; that all men are created equal; that 
they are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable rights ; that among these are life, lib- 
ERTT, and the pursuit of happiness ;" — and yet we 
hold nearly two millions of our fellow-b^ngs in 
abject and absolute bondage. A people posses- 
«ng the intelligence, the piety, and the high-ton- 
ed national Bpirit which belong to the citizens of 
tiiese United States, will not sufier this evil to go 
unredressed. Justice to their own feelings — res- 
pect for republican institutions — and a regard to 
their own character, as subjected to the inspec- 
tion of other naticKis, will lead to the adoption of 
a magnanimous and liberal policy : A policy 
which will remain, while the pillars of human 
governments shall stand, an example for the imi- 
tation of the world. 

The character of war is not less incompatible 
wiA the genius of the gospel and an advanced 
stage of intellectual refinement, than that of des- 
potism or slavery. It is a relict^ of barbarism 
which woold long since have disappeared from 
: human society, had the laws of nations, in their 
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pn^irees to ultimate per^tion. kept pace vith 
the posUive etatates which gorem the politjc^^. 
and BQciat c<Hapact , 3ut the spirit of war must 
expire. Sy two Gvardiak J^^Qfas—rChristiafUty 
upon mj ri^t hand* and Sdmee upon axj left) 
m^hinfcs, i am conducted to an eminence, frofn 
vhieh I svrrey dw suireundiDg and subjected 
wwld. The £res}ineBfi qf Sden corers the scene, 
and the «BBle <rf h^ftven gilds the iRX>q>ect. The 
trumpet of earas^ a blown no more-tHi^r does 
ih^ etima^a 4^ evcir again w^ri i^elf to the 
faraem. The d^^ton ii»f vengeiMW^ ever hungiy 
for biuBWt fiesh, is nnc^ned aail (wqimissioned 
no msre to inpHttt his bloody fijotsteps upon the 
eaptb-TTiiof do lihe fiighu^g se|Aj» ever i^gVA utter 
the Aetftii-fiMlif) of pfirdeiied vi^tiffls. The en- 
sangnised fieU in no Qi()» tovxr^ w\^ the m^- 
gled bodies •fthaslaipr^Qar'djo the hiwads^aijli? 
of blood ev« BgaiK pMTSqe fl^ir d^ulc, ^d deept 
and mebBcfady Qotu^ smidat ^ ^hofffs <if vic- 
tory and (fce a$«oifl9 «r df^^air-. The^wi& is no 
m«« hastened iwko widowhcN^j'mr J^cr IwIkq 
ooQBigned to oiyhenage. The 'b«w pf victory is 
brakenn^he spear of dealb i$ cut aeiHider-r«nd 
dw G^ript «f QDnqtteat is J^irofid in the fire.;^- 
TiBB is m coBSummatinn d«Ti9^1f tobewq^t; 
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an enterprise which may command our most vi^ 
OTOUS ^orts while we Kvc ; and the successftil 
termination of which will deserre to be perpeln- 
ated by a monument as high as heaven. 

But still it has been asserted, that the human 
intellect can make the same attMnments, and se- 
cure the same e^cts, social, political, and moral, 
without the aids of Christianity, as when directed 
by her sacred auspices. But does experience 
justify this remark ? We have seen that the vMi- 
ous systems of paganism, are not adapted to the 
perfection, and much less to the general diflRlsion 
of human knoiriedge. The Koran, too, is desti- 
tute of every feature of intellect; As fiir as any 
experiment has been submitted to the world, there 
is no reason to believe, that infidel philomphy 
would answer, in thedirectbnttf the human mind 
and of human pursuits, as a practical substitute 
for the christian reli^on. . If it has simietimeB 
been associated with splendid gennis and liberal 
attainments, it certainly has not been distinguish- 
ed for the production of elevated and vigorous 
nunds. It may boast of a Bofingbroke, a Vol- 
taire a Gibbon, and a Hume; but upon these 
names, illustrious as they are, we may inscribe 
" Tekbl," when those of Newton, and Locke, and 
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Campbell, and Edwards are thrown iqto the op- 
porite sc^e. And it ought not' to be ibrgotten* 
too, that the minds of theee men were trained up 
amidst christian ioBtitutions, and underthe.gene' 
ral influence of a> ehriatiaD philoM^ji. it is a 
&ct which cannot be suppressed, that these very 
nwn derived do small proportion of their know- 
l^lge and r^nement from that orb which ibey. 
have endeavoured to extinguish^ or to pluck from 
the moral heavens. But in its character and ef- 
fects, infidelity, when associated with talents and 
literature, is inauspicious to the best interests of 
social man. It is a Bohoh Up^s^ secreting and 
diffusing a more subtle and deadly poison, than 
the tree of Java. Its air is pestilence, and its 
shade is death. This ]H%teiided phil(»ophy, when 
connected wilh civilization and the r^nementsof 
sodal Uie, has had a fair opportunity of testing its 
diaracter in the gnuid drama of modem France. 
The cataatr4^>he of all the acts and scenes of this 
tragedy, i& too fimuliar to need a description. — 
Take tiie following facts from the report of the 
police to the Grand Judge, for the single district 
of Paris. In the t^ublican year, ending Sept 
38th, 1803, the number of suicides was 657 — mor- 
dered peraoDs, IdO-'-dirorces, 614— murderers 
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e]lecated, ia5-''<MindQiDfi<Nl to the galliea, 12]i> — 
to hftrd labour tuid itn^^scHUnentt 1626. *'Ai&Mig 
the cpbAiflals #et« Heten (s^en mba pononed 
theit- ewit diiMreA ! teii fau»ba6ds, who had mup- 
^i«tl Aeir «ite»; «ls ttlv«B, who poisoned their 
htisbbndo; ttni fifte«tti chUdfthi who drntavyed 
th^it'owlFifiarent^'* AhmtadMceettinee. Fpobi 
this &drv«y we ftr« ebnduieted to ^K cdncluaoa 
i*%r<:h bos been dkeody adopted, that the revolu- 
ti<m in the dhutietef and happioess ttf our world* 
hertafler to be «£feeted^ -nast be bfou|^t aboat 
and 8eeQk>ed by ^ fi^btsy «f ehristJanity and 
ibtelldclUftl Ctiltat«)'-^y 

« k IM fst* IbaUlutl tt( ctMUl loMi" 

Far be ft fi'tHti U^ to ^hfernh^ in any sfaap^, a 
spirit of rtational pt^^HMj itt to ««t*ite in eiUien 
£( diflguetihg national VMity. B^ when I reflets 
upon the part whiih Ibis coimVfy is j^obalriy to 
act ib the refiovatioti of the frot-ldy I ' bless God^ 
(hat I am a citizen of tbnR great RepOblicki Hiis 
Western liohtiirtMt hA^ at diflf^^t ]f>iMiods^ b«eA 
^e snbj^ ^ «iVei7 6peei6s Of tr^s^Uantick 
abuse. &i ftriitct '.dhya? SOftbe- Of the natttttJistfc 
of Earope hhvettild Us, Aat ereify tWhg hefe WM 
constructed upon a ^aiall scale: Tim jftownb of 
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natara were vepresmAeA &s ktvesttiig the whole 
honisphere we inbalHt It has bero asserted, 
that the eternal •tunid which are Bud to beat 
upOTi the brow of cm* laoontHinfl, and to roll the 
tide of desAlation at their hate^-^'Mhe htmricanes 
wliidi iw«epotir Tides, axA Ae i*olcanick flreB 
which issue ftram a ^seand flaming ci-atent— the 
thunderboHs which pei^taally desaend frtMi 
heavon, and the es^tbqaakti whose trepid^ions 
ave^ Mt to thevetj c«ntr« of om gldbe, have su- 
]^erindttC6d a degeneracy tinhMigh all the produce 
tiiHis of nature. Men har* be«n- frightened into 
intellectual dwarft, and the heaita «f the ftn^st 
hare DM attained more than half their ordinary 
growth |u-^While soiae «f Uic Hikes and toachea 
of tkie i^etttre hare been blotted out by the re- 
ve^shig hioid of Ittw, odteis hiTFc been added, 
which hat*, id some reiqpects, carried the conceit 
atiil Artber. in latw days, and, ut stune inatsa* 
ces, evendown to Ae present period, it basbcea 
poMi^ed abd repubU^ed from the enlighteaed 
pr«&Ae8 (rf* tile <^ woiid, tlttt bo strong is the ta» 
dency jlo deteric»«tion on thift cootiiientfisthat tfae 
des«etidaiata of fittrapsan ancestoiB, are £ir infe* 
lieur to dte «ri^nal stodi feom which they spraog. 
9at mftfrioar in wbal^ In Aational spirit, and pw- 
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triotick aduevement ? Let the revcdutioiiary ccmi- 
flict — the opening scenes. at Bostcoi, and ^e ca- 
tastrophe at Yorktown-^urmsb the reply. Let 
Bennington and Saratt^a, support tikeir respeot* 
iye cl^iDA. Inferiour in enterprise ? Let -the sail 
that whitenB everj ocean, and the conoaeircial 
spirit that braves every element, and risita every 
biutUng mart, refate the unfonnded aBpersibn.-— 
Inferiour in deeds of zeal and Talow for the 
church? Let our miaaiooariee in the bosom «f our 
own forest, in the disteDt r^^ns of Uie Eaet, ajid 
on the islands of the great Paci£ck, answer the 
questiofii. Let the hones of our feUow-students— 
the beloved Warren and Pursoas— rUie formeritf 
whom fooDd a sepuldire at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and the latter at Alexandrm— speak in our 
behalf! Inferiour in. science and letters and Ijbe 
arts ? It is true, our oatiiM is youi^ ; but we may- 
challenge the world to fitmisfa a national maturib^ 
whicht in these respects, will ccunpare with outs. 
The character aoA institutions of this country:, 
have already produced a deep impresaon iq>on 
the world we inhabit. What but our exan^e has 
stricken the chains (^ despo^m from the provin- 
ces of South Amenca-^ving, by a single im- 
pidse, freednn to half a heimsj^re ? A Waehr 
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